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Decision  At the request of the parties the decision was made on the papers 
 
 
Tribunal  Sir Bruce Robertson (Chairman) 
   Georgina Earl    

Ruth Aitken 
     
 
Present   Harriet Bush, counsel for Applicant 
   Hayden Tapper, Drug Free Sport New Zealand 
   John Elsmore, Respondent 
 
 
Registrar Mike Selwyn 



1. John Elsmore is a member of Surf Life Saving New Zealand, and his sport has adopted 

the 2020 Sports Anti-Doping Rules (SADR) promulgated by Drug Free Sport New 

Zealand (DFSNZ) as its anti-doping policy.  

2. Mr Elsmore returned a positive result for 11-nor-delta-9-tetrahydrocannabinol-9-

carboxylic acid (a metabolite of THC) (a specified substance prohibited in competition) 

from a test conducted on 14 March 2020. 

Proceedings 

3. On 5 June 2020, DFSNZ filed an Application for the Provisional Suspension of Mr 

Elsmore.  On 12 June 2020, a telephone conference was convened by the Tribunal 

Chairman and Mr Elsmore advised that he did not oppose the application.  A 

provisional suspension was imposed that day. 

4. On 18 June 2020, substantive proceedings were filed and served.  Mr Elsmore 

indicated he wished to be heard only on sanction. 

5. On 28 July 2020, the parties filed a joint memorandum on sanction that suggested a 

period of ineligibility of nine months be imposed, backdated to the date of the test for 

Mr Elsmore’s timely admission.  A copy of that memorandum is annexed. 

6. The Tribunal having considered all the available material is satisfied that it is able to 

accept the proposal and make orders accordingly.  The prohibited substance was 

taken at a social event and Mr Elsmore had been able to establish no significant fault 

or negligence.  The prohibited substance was also not taken to enhance his sporting 

performance. 

Order 

7. Mr Elsmore’s suspension will be for a period of nine months backdated to commence 

from 14 March 2020.  This means that Mr Elsmore is ineligible to participate in 

competitive sport until 14 December 2020. 

 Dated: 31 July 2020     

...................................... 
Sir Bruce Robertson  
 Chairman 
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